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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thanks SA2 for the Response LS on progress of Network Slicing related work in S5-174072. SA5 had some further discussion on the following topics.
1.1 Definition of network slice and network slice instance:

SA5 believes that a unified network slice and network slice instance definition are important as the common working basis for network slicing. SA5 has reviewed the SA2 specified definitions and SA5 agrees with the current network slice and network slice instance definitions in TS 23.501 v.1.2.0 defined as the following: 
“Network Slice: A logical network that provides specific network capabilities and network characteristics.
Network Slice instance: A set of Network Function instances and the required resources (e.g. compute, storage and networking resources) which form a deployed Network Slice.” 

The above definitions can be used as the common work basis. Based on the common definitions, SA5 will further address the management view of network slice and provide network slice subnet definition for management purpose in the SA5 network slicing management normative work.
1.2. Cooperation between 3GPP SA5 and SA2 on network slicing:

As stated in SA2 LS, “SA WG2 focuses on the specification of the network architecture and the interfaces between the different network functions that constitute the core network part of the Network Slice. Interfaces are specified to ensure interoperability of network functions”. 
SA5 would like to inform SA2 that SA5 focuses on “the network slice management architecture and management features such as network slice management concept, network slice provisioning, fault supervision, performance assurance, and provide network slice management interfaces exposed to network slice customer. SA5 will utilize the SA2 provided network functions as one of the inputs for composition of network slice. SA5 will also coordinate with the transport related standard groups for transport support, and coordinate with virtualization standard group for virtualization support of network slicing. 
1.3 Configuration to be provided by 3GPP SA5 for network slicing:
SA5 has discussed the following topics and figure out the configuration which are needed to be provided by the management system:

(1) The S-NSSAI information: Provide management support to facilitate UE roaming between Network Slice Instances in different administrative domains.

(2) The network slice related Identifier: Provide support to configure the slice specific information for CN.
SA5 would like to clarify the information “the network slice related identifier” carries.
Any other additional SA2 inputs on issues to be considered by SA5 in the normative work on 5G management and Network Slice management are welcome.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 

(1) SA5 kindly asks SA2 to take the above into consideration and inform SA5 about the 5G core network provided network functions when SA2 work is stable. 
(2) SA5 kindly asks SA2 to clarify the information carried in “the network slice related identifier”. 
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